
November 24, 2008 
 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held on Monday, 
November 24, 2008 at 6:30 pm in the Commissioners meeting room of the Bladen 
County Courthouse with the following members present: 
 
Margaret Lewis-Moore 
Billy Ray Pait 
Lewis Tatum 
Delilah Blanks 
W.D. Neill, Jr. 
James G. Smith 
Charles Ray Peterson 
Greg Taylor 
Larry Smith 
 
Attorney:  Wes Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 
 
Chairperson Moore called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Larry Smith provided the 
Invocation and County Manager Greg Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM 1. CONSENT ITEMS: 
 
Upon a motion by James G. Smith, seconded by Greg Taylor, the Board approved the 
following consent items: 
 

A. Approve Minutes 
B. Approve Agenda 
C. Approve Budget Amendments 

 
 Increase Decrease 
Social Services 
Exp:  146100.573 
DSS-System of Care 
Rev:  143590.102 
System of Care Grant 

 
$1,250.00 

 
$1,250.00 

 

Health Department 
Exp:  105985.330 
Supplies 
Rev:  103530.103 
DHHS-Immunizations 

 
$3,000.00 

 
$3,000.00 

 

Finance 
Exp:  104400.744 
Debt Service-Principal 
Rev:  103190.050 
FBA 

 
$67,491.00 

 
$67,491.00 

 

 

Social Services 
Exp:  146100.451 
Cont. Serv./Domestic 
Violence 
Rev:  143550.032 
Domestic Violence/TANF 

  
$500.00 

 
 

$500.00 

Finance 
Exp:  104400.740 
Capital Outlay-Equipment 
Rev:  103190.014 
Loan Proceeds 

 
$316,988.00 

 
$316,988.00 

 

 
D. Approve County Attorney Invoices 

• Review of BARTS Transportation Agreement 
E. Approve Tax Refunds & Releases 
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F. Approve FY 08-09 Community Transportation Agreement with North 
Carolina Department of Transportation 

G. Reschedule Public Hearing for Monday, December 1, 2008 at 6:30 pm 
Regarding Incentive Grant Agreement with Dynapar 

H. Approve $500 Contribution to Bladen Free Clinic 
I. Consider Approving Installment Financing Documents Regarding: 

A. Financial Software 
 

 
B. Jail Surveillance Equipment 
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ITEM 2. MATTERS OF INTEREST TO COMMISSIONERS: 
• Chairperson Moore and Vice Chairperson Pait presented outgoing 

Commissioners Greg Taylor and Jimmie Smith with a plaque for their 
dedicated service as members of the Board of Commissioners. 

• Commissioner Peterson requested that County Manager Greg Martin 
prepare a Resolution Regarding the Union’s efforts at Smithfield.  A 
motion was made by Charles Ray Peterson, seconded by James G. 
Smith and authorized the County Manager to prepare a Resolution 
stating that the Board of County Commissioners does not support the 
Union at Smithfield. 

• Commissioner Blanks requested that the Resolution state Smithfield 
Packing’s contributions to Bladen County.  

• Commissioner Peterson expressed a concern for EMS Employees 
driving the EMS vehicles at high rates of speed. 

• Commissioner Peterson requested that the Board recognize employees 
who are reaching years of service milestones with Bladen County. 

• Commissioner Peterson requested that Animal Control Director 
Wayne Stewart investigate the lethal injection process for 
euthanization of animals. 

 
ITEM 3. INDIVIDUALS/DELGATIONS WISHING TO ADDRESS   
  COMMISSIONERS: 
 
ITEM 4. NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
  (Drew Cox, District Engineer) 

A. Public Hearing Regarding Proposed 2008-2009 Secondary Roads 
Improvement Program – Chairperson Moore declared the Public 
Hearing Open.   

• Commissioner Neill Requested that State Road 1731 be added 
for paving. 

• Chairperson Moore requested that Pone-Loop Rd be reviewed. 
No public comments were received and Chairperson Moore declared 
the Public Hearing Closed. 

B. Consider Approving Proposed 2008-2009 Secondary Roads 
Improvement Program – Upon a motion by Charles Ray Peterson, 
seconded by James G. Smith, the Board approved the proposed 2008-
2009 Secondary Roads Improvement Program. 

 
• NCDOT Board Member Mac Campbell and NCDOT District Engineer 

Drew Cox provided an update to the Board on projects of interest for 
Bladen County which included the following: 

1) Widening of Lucy Drive planned for the Spring of 
2009 

2) Four-Laning of Hwy 87 will follow NC11 to Hwy 
74/76 or will follow Hwy 87 through Riegelwood. 

3) Tar Heel Bridge and Hwy 11 Bridge over Cape Fear 
River to be repaired beginning in FY 2010. 

4) Intersection Improvements at Hwy 87 and MLK and 
Mercer Mill Rd. 

5) Hwy 87-701 Intersection 
 
ITEM 5. FINANCE:  (Lisa Coleman, Director) 

• FY 2008 Audit Presentation – Bryon Scott, Thompson, Scott, 
Price, Adams & Co., PA – Finance Director Lisa Coleman 
introduced Bryon Scott of Thompson, Price, Scott and Adams. Mr. 
Scott reviewed the audit presentation, including summary and 
additional information. He expressed appreciation to the Finance 
Department and its staff for assistance provided during the audit 
and indicated that the firm had issued an unqualified opinion, the  
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highest opinion available to be rendered. Upon a motion by Charles 
Ray Peterson, seconded by Greg Taylor, the Board accepted the FY 08 
audit as presented. 

 
 
ITEM 6. BRAC REGIONAL TASK FORCE:   
  (Paul Dordal, Executive Director) 

• Report on Findings for Comprehensive Growth Plan and Benefits 
of BRAC Regional Task Force for Bladen County – Executive 
Director Paul Dordal and Regional Planner Donald Belk provided 
a power point presentation that included the following: 

1. Community Impacts 
2. Economic Impacts 
3. Benefits to Bladen County 

 
ITEM 7. SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT:  (Steve Bunn) 

A. Consider Approving Resolution Regarding Mutual Aid 
Agreements – Upon a motion by Greg Taylor, seconded by Lewis 
Tatum, the Board approved the following Resolution: 
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B. Consider Approving Project Safe Neighborhoods Gun Violence 
Grant Position – Lt. Larry Guyton with the Bladen County Sheriff’s 
Department provided a power point presentation, including a detailed 
summary of the Project Safe Neighborhoods program and the benefits 
to Bladen County.  Upon a motion by Delilah Blanks, seconded by 
Greg Taylor, the Board approved the Project Safe Neighborhoods Gun 
Violence Grant Position for the Bladen County Sheriff’s Department 
and an associated Budget Amendment in the amount of $32,320 for 6 
months. 

C. Consider Approving Memorandum of Agreement with Columbus 
County Sheriff’s Department – Upon a motion by W.D. Neill, Jr., 
seconded by Lewis Tatum, the Board approved the following 
Memorandum of Agreement with Columbus County Sheriff’s 
Department: 
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ITEM 8. ADIVISORY BOARDS: 

A. Ag-Civic Center Members (7) – Upon a motion by Charles Ray 
Peterson, seconded by James G. Smith, the Board approved to disband 
the Ag-Civic Center Board. 

B. EMS Advisory Council (9) – Upon a motion by Charles Ray 
Peterson, seconded by James G. Smith, the Board appointed Kevin 
Jackson, Interim CEO of Bladen County Hospital to replace David 
Masterson and to table all other expired seats. 

C. Juvenile Crime Prevention Council (1) - Tabled 
D. Keep Bladen Beautiful (2) – A motion was made by Greg Taylor, 

seconded by Billy Ray Pait and approved to appoint Mike Jones to 
replace Edna Suggs with an expiration date of September 30, 2011, to 
reappoint Gail Robinson with an expiration date of September 30, 
2011 and to waive the term limits. 

 
ITEM 9. COUNTY MANAGER:  (Greg Martin) 

A. Calendar Update - Mr. Martin reviewed the calendar for upcoming 
events. 

B. Consider 2009 Proposed Board of Commissioners Meeting Dates – 
Upon a motion by Charles Ray Peterson, seconded by Billy Ray Pait, 
the Board approved the following meeting dates for 2009: 

 
2009 

Board of Commissioners Meeting Dates 
 
 

January 5, 2009 6:30 pm   July 6, 2009 6:30 pm  
January 20, 2009 (Tuesday) 6:30 pm July 20, 2009 6:30 pm 
 
February 2, 2009 6:30 pm   August 3, 2009 6:30 pm 
February 16, 2009 6:30 pm  August 17, 2009 6:30 pm 
 
March 2, 2009 6:30 pm   September 8, 2009 (Tuesday) 6:30 pm 
March 16, 2009 6:30 pm   September 21, 2009 6:30 pm 
 
April 6, 2009 6:30 pm   October 5, 2009 6:30 pm 
April 20, 2009 6:30 pm   October 19, 2009 6:30 pm 
 
May 4, 2009 6:30 pm   November 2, 2009 6:30 pm 
May 18, 2009 6:30 pm   November 16, 2009 6:30 pm 
 
June 1, 2009 6:30 pm   December 7, 2009 6:30 pm 
June 15, 2009 6:30 pm   December 21, 2009 6:30 pm 
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C. Consider Bladen Community College Requests – Upon a motion by 
Delilah Blanks, seconded by Larry Smith, the Board approved the 
following for Bladen Community College: 

1.  A Short-Term loan of $20,266 to pay Embarq.  BCC will 
reimburse Bladen County when insurance proceeds are 
received. 

 2.  An advance of $20,000 from BCC’s existing appropriation. 
.        Bladen County will reduce the remaining seven monthly  
      payments to BCC by $2,857.15 to offset this advance. 
 
D. Consider Entering Closed Session in Accordance with N.C.G.S. 

143-318.11 (a)(5) Real Property Acquisition and (a)(6) Personnel 
Matter – Upon a motion by Charles Ray Peterson, seconded by Greg 
Taylor, the Board entered Closed Session. 

 
A motion was made by Lewis Tatum, seconded by Greg Taylor and approved to exit 
Closed Session and re-enter Regular Session. 
 
Upon a motion by James G. Smith, seconded by Greg Taylor, the Board appointed 
Charles Ray Peterson to replace James G. Smith’s unexpired term on the Board of 
Health. 
 
Upon a motion by Lewis Tatum, seconded by W.D. Neill, Jr., the Board adjourned at 
9:20 pm. 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Margaret Lewis-Moore, Chairperson 
      Bladen County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
ATTEST:   
 
 
______________________ 
Ashley C. Sasser, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


